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DETAILED ACTION 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 01/22/2008 has been entered. 

2. This action is response to communications: application, filed on 03/12/2004; 
amendment filed on 01/22/2008; claims 23-25, 27-30, 32-35 and 37 are pending; claims 1-22, 
26, 31 and 36 are canceled; claims 23, 27-28, 32-33 and 37 are amended. 

3. The applicant's arguments filed on 01/22/2008 have fully considered but they are moot 
in view with new ground for rejections. 

Claim rejections-35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 27, 32 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 112 second P ara § ra P h as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 



Application/Control Number: 10/798,404 
Art Unit: 2152 



Page 3 



Regarding claim 27: 

Applicant fails to point out if "the same client" as claimed is the first client or the second 
client. The appropriate correction is requested. 
Regarding claims 32 and 37: 

Those claims are rejected under rationale of claim 27. 

Claim rejections-35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent maj not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought u> be patented and the prior an .ire siteh that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 

Claims 23-24, 27-29, 32-34 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being un- 
patentable over Nam et al. (U.S. 6,138,163) in view of Brady et al. (U.S. 5,808,607) and 
further in view of Guedalia (U.S. 6,536,043). 

Regarding claim 23: 

Nam discloses the invention substantially as claimed, including an apparatus, which can 
be implemented in a computer hardware or software code for delivering video stream data from a 
server having an image sensing device to clients via a network, comprising: 

a connection management device adapted to make a connection with the server having 
the image sensing device via the network, and to get the video stream data from the server 
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having the image sensing device: (Nam discloses a HTTP mediate server that implements 
functions of controlling communications between network client browsers and video servers. 
The HTTP mediate server is capable to establish connections between the network client 
browsers and the video servers so that the network client browsers will receive real-time video 
data streams from the video server after sending a service request to the video server: abstract; 
figure 1; figure 3; column 3, lines 27-41; column 4, lines 7-67). 

a memory control device adapted to store the video stream data from the server having 
the image sending device, in a buffer memory: (the HTTP relay server includes a stream 
controller or cache those are used to store the video data streams transmitted from the video 
servers: Nam, column 3, lines 27-41, lines 62-67; column 4, lines 1-7). 

a deliver adapted to deliver the video stream data stored in the buffer memory via the 
network: (stream controller is adapted to deliver received data from the video server to the 
network client browser for displaying: Nam, column 3, lines 62-67; column 4, lines 1-7; column 
4, lines 15-26). 

However, Nam does not explicitly disclose determining whether receiving requests each 
from the first and second clients during a predetermined period, and to deliver the same video 
data of the video stream data to the first and second client in case that deliver device receives the 
requests each from the fist and second clients during the predetermined period. 

In analogous art, Brady discloses method of providing audiovisual presentation from a 
single buffer to a plurality of viewing terminals when requests are close in time. Brady clearly 
discloses that when viewing terminals requests are received within a time period, then both of the 
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first viewing terminal requester and subsequent requesting viewing terminals are able to receive 
the audiovisual presentation directly from the same buffer, see (abstract, lines 12-26). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Brady's ideas of receiving same audiovisual presentation from 
the same buffer if the requests are received within a same time period into Nam's system in order 
to increase efficiencies for data distribution system (e.g. reduce bandwidth and memory 
utilization, and providing services simultaneously for large numbers of subscribers), see (Brady: 
column 1, lines 45-67). 

However, Nam-Brady does not explicitly disclose delivering the video stream data stored 
in the buffer memory to the a first client different from the second client without starting a new 
connection between the relay apparatus and the server, in case that a connection has been 
established between the relay apparatus and the server to deliver the video stream to the second 
client 

In analogous art, Guedalia discloses a proxy which implements as intermediary agent for 
digital data transmission communications between an image server and numbers of clients. The 
proxy is capable to cache digital data delivered from the image server to the clients. And then the 
proxy delivers the cached video data directly to the clients without starting new connection with 
the image server if the services are requested again by any one of the clients, see (figure 11, 
items 98, 77 and 80; column 24, lines 58-67; column 15, lines 1-35; column 11, lines 25-40). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Guedalia's ideas of using proxies as large cache for delivering 



Application/Control Number: 10/798,404 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2152 

the cached media data direct to clients without staring new connection between the proxies and 
the media server into Nam-Brady's system in order to save communication bandwidth and 
memory utilizations, and further to increase communication speed, see (Guedalia column 25, 
lines 1-3). 

Re2ardins claims 28 and 33: 

Those claims are rejected under rationale of claim 23. 
Regarding claim 24: 

In addition to rejection in claim 23, Nam- Brady-Guedalia further discloses protocol 
between the relay apparatus and clients is HTTP: (Nam discloses the relay server also supports 
HTTP: column 3, lines 27-40). 

Regarding claims 29 and 34 

Those claims are rejected under rationale of claim 24. 
Regarding claim 27: 

In addition to rejection in claim 23, Nam- Brady-Guedalia further discloses wherein the 
predetermined period is a period between the point where the deliver device receives a request 
from one of the fist and second clients and the point where the deliver device receives a next 
request from the same client: (Brady, column 1, lines 45-67). 

Regarding claims 32 and 37: 

Those claims are rejected under rationale of claim 27. 

Claims 25, 30 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being un-patentable over 
Nam- Brady-Guedalia in view of Segur (U.S. 6,212,550). 

Regarding claim 25: 
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Nam- Brady-Guedalia discloses the invention substantially as disclosed in claim 23, but 
does not explicitly teach converting video data stream. 

In analogous art, Segur discloses method for converting video data stream into another 
format compatible for communications: (abstract; figure 1). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Segur's ideas of converting data from one format into another 
format into Nam- Brady-Guedalia 's system in order to provide a convenient communication 
system for Internet users such as ability of sharing relevant information via using different 
communication platforms, see (Segur: column 3, lines 66-67; column 4, lines 1-9). 

Regarding claims 30 and 35: 

Those claims are rejected under rationale of claim 25. 

The prior arts made of records and not relied upon are considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents and publications are cited to further show the state of the art 
with respect to "Relay Apparatus, system and method, and storage medium": 5838912; 6041359; 
5948070; 6160544; 6141729; 5481757; 6148301; 6684080; 6202156; 5708916; 6230203; 
5861883. 

Conclusions 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lan-Dai Thi Truong whose telephone number is 571-272-7959. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 8:30am to 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob A. Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
04/07/2008 

/Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2152 



